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& Eyhil 2000 warihinde New York'ta imzatanan ve 16/10/2003 tarihli ve 4991 sayd
Kanunla onaylanmasi uygun bulunan ckli “Cocuk Haklarina Dair Sézlesme’ve Ek Cocukla-
rm Silahb Catigmalara Dahil Olmalar Konusundaki thiiyari Protokolin iligik beyanlar ya-
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lar Kurulu'nea 2/3/2004 tarihinde kararlagtininugtir.
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Cocuk Haklarma Dair Sizlesme'ye Ek
Cocuklarm Silahli Catismalara Dahil Olmalar
Konusundaki Ihtiyari Protokol

f_:;hu Prntalcol'n tarnf nCl-’!(?”':,‘L

Gocuk haklaimin gelistinimesi ve korunmas: igin caba goslerilimesi konusinda
meveul yaygun laahhidun goslergesi olan Cocuk Haklanina Dair Sozlesme'ye verlen
genis desloegm iegvikivie,

Cocukiann haklannim dzel korunma vereklirdigini tekrar feyid ederck ve
cocuklann dairntannim ayim yapimaksizin, siiekli tyilestirtmesi ve bunun yanisia,
huzintn ve qgiventi kosuliar altinda gelisimierinin ve egitimlerinin saglanmas: iGin
gaqnda hudunaralk,

Stahl calismanin gocuklar uzerindeki zararl) ve yaygin etkisinden ve bunun
kaber bars, guvenlik ve kalkmmaya yonelik uzun vadeli sonuglanndan rahafsiztik
tInyaialk,

Stlakh gatisma durumlannda gocuklann hedef alinmasing ve genellikle ¢ok
sayida gocugun bulundugu okullar ve hastaneler gibi yerler dahil, uluslararasi hikui
taralindan kornan hodeflere venelik dogrudan saldirdar kinayarak,

Uluslanaras) Ceza Divant Stalusi'nim kabul editmesini ve Stalu'nin, dzellikle
15 yasm alindaki ¢ocuklann askere yazimasini ya da alinmasint veya uluslararas
ya da vluslararas) olmayan silahi) cabigmalarda faal olarak muhasamala kalim iGin
kullaniimalanm savas suclan kapsamina almasn nof ederek,

Dolayisivia,  Cocuk  Haklanna  Dair Sozlesme ile  taminan  haklann
kullandmasmin daba da guglendiriinesi icin, cocuklann silahl catismaya dahil
olinalarma karsi daha {azla korunmalarina ihiyag duyuldugunn dikkate alarak,

Cocuk Hakiauna Dan ShHzlesme'nin 1 maddesinde, Sozlesme'nin amaclan
agisindan, - cocudga uygulanan  kanun cercevesinde  daha erken yasta  rost
kazamlmadikea, “cocuk™lan 18 yas altindaki her insanin kastedildigini kaydederek,

Sazlesme’ye el ihliyari hir protokol ile, kigilerin silahli kuvvetlere alinabiime ve
hasmane  davranislara kalima  yaslannin yukseltimesinin, gocuklarla ilgiti tum
eyiemlerdn cocufun en yiksek gikarannin éncelikle gozoniine ahnmast itkesinin
nygulanmasing etkin katkada bulunacagina inanarak.

Aralk 19951e dbzenlenen 26. Uluslararas) Kizilhag ve Kizilay Konferansinin,
diger bususlann yamisia, ¢atisma laraflannm, 18 yas atindaki gocukiann
hasmane davranmisizia katilmalannin énime gegilmesi icin mimkin olan her Ll
Aadmu almalar tavsiyesinde bulunduguno kaydederel,



Haziran 1099°da, Uluslararas) Cahsma Orgutu'non, diger hususianm yanisira,
cocuklann siahl gattsmalarda kullanmilmak Gzere zorla ya da zorunlu ofarak askeie
atmmalanmi yasaklayan 182 sayth "En Kolu Bigimlerdeki  Cocuk  Isgiliginin
Vasallanmase ve  Ortadan  Kaldinlmasina  lliskin - Acit Fylem”  Séziesmesinin
aybithipeyle kabuiune menmiuniyelle karsilayarak,

Levietin - silabh kuvveleri disinda kalan sitahh groplarca,  olusal sinirlarm
winde veya smiragire muhasamalta, gocuklann silah altina alinmalanni, egitdmelenio
ve kuliamimalanm secddetle kimayarak ve bu gergevede gacuklan asker olarak silah
alima alanlann, egilenlerin ve kullananlarnn sorumluluklanne tamyarak,

Silable gabsmadalka  taraflarm her binnin, - uluslararast nsancd  hukok
nakiimierine uyma yokinetoiugin hulundugunu fiatirlalaral,

Uu Pialokelin, 51 madde  dahil  olimak vzere,  Birlesmis  Milletler
Andlagmasinda yeralan hedel ve ilkeler ve insancil hukuken ilgili kurallarna halel
netmmechdpnn vargiliayan afk,

Birlesmis Milletier Andlasmasinda yeralan hedeflere ve ilkelere tam olarak
uyvhimasing ve yinilikleki nsan haklan  duzenlemelerinin gézelilmesine dayali
bang ve guvenlik kosullanmm, cocuklann dzellikle silahli catismalar ve yahanct iggals
swasinda fam anlamiyla kommmatan igin vazgeciimez oldugunu akidda tutarak,

Fkononnk veya sosyal durumlan ya da cmsiyelleri bakimincdan bu Protokol'e
ayian bigimde askere alinma ya da muhasamatla kullandma konusunda dzellikle
duyar b kesimi ofugturan cocuklann 6zel ihtiyaglanm faniyarak,

Cocuklann siahll gabismalara dahil olmalannin kokeninde yatan ekonemik,
sosyal ver siyasal pedentenn  dikkate  alinmasmin gerekliligini - gazonunde
bestonudora alk, '

B Profokolin - uygulanmasinim  yamsira, silahli catisma madgehnu olan
goculdann fiziksel ve psiko-sosyal rehabilitasyoniarinda ve sosyal agidan lophima
ger kazandw thalaroda uluslararasisbidiginie guglendiikmesi ihtiyacina mararalk,

Bagla cocuklar ve  gocuk magdurtar olmak tzere toplumun, Protokolun
uygulanmasiaiiskin bilgilendirici ve  egilict  programlann yayginlastinimasina
kalihmini lesvik ederek,

Azagudalks hususlar dzennde awitabil kalnglarchr
Madde 1

Taral Devietler silabll kuvvetlerinin (8 yasina engmemis measuplarim
hasmave daviamiglara dogrndan dogriya kaldmalanmin énlenmesi igin minekin olan
i antemlen alacaklhidi

Madele 2

Faral Devielior 18 yasing erismenus kisiterin silahl kuvvellerine zornle olarak
atmmamasini saglayacaklarde,



Madde 3

i Faraf Devletinr Cocok Hakianna Dair Sézlegme'nin 38, maddesmin 3
Naasmda belirilen wlusal silahh kovvetlerine gonull asker alimi igin asgan yas.,
antlan marddede yeralan ilkelen gizonune alarak ve Sdzlesme'yn gore 18 yasimdan
kocukdesn dzel korunmaya hakk  oldugunu kabul  ederek,  yillar  ibhanyle
yilksnlinceklendn

Z Her Taral Davlei, isbu Piotokol' Tl onaylamasmin veya [Prolokol'e kabimasiin
ardmdan ulusal sifahlh kovvellerine gontiliie askes alunma izin verecedi asgart yass
behlen ve by trz askere alimin zorlanmamasi veya zorunlu kalinmamasi igir alchd
antemler: lanenlayan badglayict bir beyam levdi edeceklir

3 Ulisal silahl kuvvellerine 18 yasm altmdaki kisilerin gonillic olarak alimiasina
viveren Taral Devieller, asgan olarak asadidaki antemieri almakia yikimiudu

i) Bu kesullarda bir askere alim gergekien gonatii olmaldhr,

(b Bu kogullarda bir askere alim lgili kiginin ana-habazimin veya yasal
korayuecalanmm azalaron hildsmnesi sureliyle yapih,

{c) Bu Kisiler, bu kosullar albndaki bir askeri hizmetin igerchdii tim ginevier
hakkmda lam anlamiyla bilgilendiriimis olmalidy ve

(< Bu kigiler vlusal askeri hizinete kabul edilimeden once yasianna dan
quvernitie kantlan ibraz etimelidinler

4 IHer Taral Devlel beyanini herhangi bir zamanda Birlesnis Miletler Genel
Sekreter'ne bu amacla yapacadgs bir bildisimle  guclenduebiiir. Genel Sekreter,
sazkonusn bildirnn haklonda i Taral Deviellere ilgi verir. Sézkonusu bildiren
Genel Sekieler tarafindan alindide lariblen itibaren yirurlude giver

5 Ishi maddenin 1 fikrasida yeralan yas yikseltime kosuiu, Coctik FHaklanna
Dan Bozlesme'nin 280 ve 20 maddelert tyaninca Taral Deviellerin silahl kuvvelleri
thialindan wdare edilen veya bunlann denetmi altinda bulunan okultar icin geqerl:
der)itn

Madde 4

1 [ Devietn silaht kuvvellert disinda kalan sdahl groplar hichir kagul alinda,
muhasamalla 18 yasm altindaki salusian silah allina almamali ve kullanmamalch

-

Z Final Devleller bu tarz askere alm ve kullanmun dnienmese win, Ho
nygulamalann yasakianmasima ve sug addedilinesine yonelik yasat onlemlenn kabuli
dahil, momkin olan her tura éanler alacaklardir

3 Sozkonuasn Prolokol’ un isbu maddesinin uygulanmas) b silabh catismann
herhangs bir larafuna hukukd staltissuno etkilemeyecekbr

Maclde 5

isbu Prolokol'dek higbir husus, bir Taral Devietin - mevzuatiin ya da
uluslararase  duzenemelerin ve uluslararasy insancil hukukun  ¢ocuk haklarmm
yasama gegniimesine daha fazla katkeda bulunan hitkiimlerne halel getirecek sekiide
yorumianmayacakhr



Madde 6

1 Her Tamf Deviel, yelkileri rergevesinde, bu Protokol'un hukimlermin elkin
mygulammast ve yurililnesini saglamak amaciyla gerekli tim yasal, idari ve diger
onternlen alacakin

2 Taral Deviclier, bu  Prolokol' i ilkeleii ve hikiumlerinin, yeliskinler  ve
cneklaica aym sekilde, uygun yollardan genis bicimde hilinmesini ve lanmmmasin
sadglamayr vulaanlenirler

3 Taral Devielle:, bu Prolokol'e aylon clarak askere alinan veya muhasamalla
kitlanilan, yetkier allindaki kisilerin lerhis edilmelen veya hizmetlenne haska bir
sekiide son verilmesi icin mumkin olan tim onlemler alacakiardir. Taraf Devieter
acrekbiinde, bu kisilere fiziksel ve psikolojik agidan iyilesmeleri ve sosyal acidan
leplina gen kazandinlmalan igin uygtn tum yardin saglayacakiarchi,

Macdcle 7

I Taral Devletier, ishu Prolokol'un uygutanmasinda, Prolokol'e aykir herhangi
bie  faaliyetin énlenmesi ve Protokol'e aykin eylemlenn madgduru olan Kistlerin
iehalilitasyonu ve sosyal acidan topluma  geri - kazandinimalari da dahil olmak
uzere,leknik ghitigi ve mali yardim yollanmi da iceten  gekilde isbirliginde
bulunacaklarchr e 1z yardim ve isbirlig)i, Hgilt Taraf Devieller  ve uluslararas
kuroluslar arasiila damsmalar yoluyla tesis edileceklir,

2 Yardim yapabilecek durumda olan Taraf Devieller bu tur yardimban, mevcul
gok laafh, ki farafl veya baska programlar yoluyla ya da bunlann yamsira, Genel
Kural Jarallaima uygun olarak oluglurulan  bir  gonil:  fon aracilicpyla
saglayacaldaredir,

Maidldde 3
i, Her Taral Deviel, Protokoi'in kendisi agisidan yururlige gins tanh Zleyen ki
yilbicide . Protokoi'tn hukimlerinm katdm ve askere almaya iliskin olantar da dainl
nimak izere. wyguianmas icin almig oldugu dnlemlere iligkin kapsami Bilgi icoren
IApor Gocuk Haklan Komitesine sunacakiir

2 Kapsamit - raponin veriimesinden sonra, her Taral Deviel Cocuk Haldar:
Komitesime sundugu rapora Sozlesmenin 44, maddesi vyannca bu Pratokeiin
tygulamnasma tiskin her linly ilave bilgiyi ekleyeceklir Bunun disinda, Protokol's
Farat Dinvietler her hes yilda bir rapor sunacakiar

3 (socuk Haklan Komitesi Taral Devietlierden bu Prolokol un uygalanmasina
yoneliclve big lalehinde bulunahilecektir

Madde 9

| Izhor Prolokol Sozlesme’ye faial olan veya Soziesme 'yt imzalanis bulunan
hethang b Devlelio imzasing actktir

2 Isht Protokol onaya tabidiy ve herhangi bir Devietin katilimina acicir. Onay
veya kakhima ilizkn helgeler Bilesinis Millellor Genel Sekreleri nee saklanacaklir



3 Bidesnus Milletier Genel  Sekreteri, Séazlesme ve Prolokol tin Sakiayicis
sitahyla. Gaclesme'ye Taral ve Shzlesme'yi imzalaous bulunan tinm Devietllere 3
madde uvaiinca yapilan her heyana, Protokol'un onayma veya Frotokol'e kaldima
ik Bl verpcelkli

Mactde 10

| Ishis Protokal onaylama veya kathima iliskin - onuncu belgenin Saklayiciya
verthmesmden ug ay soiva yirtrliige giveceklir,

2 Ishu Piotokal, onu onaylayan veya yurinlage ginmesinden sonra katilan bes
Deviet bakimmdan, o Devietin onay veya kalhm belgesini Saklayiciya  verdic
tiihfen bir ay sonra yimihige gireceklis,

Macdede 11

I Hethangs b Taral Doviet isbu Protokolt  Bidesmis  Milletler  Genel
Sekretenne yapacadi yazile bie bildiimle, herbangi bir zamanda feshedebiln. Bummn
wzerne Genel Gekeler, Sozlegme'ye Taraf  diger Devielleri ve Sozlesme'yi
imzalames bulunan thm Devielleri bu konuda bilgitendinic. Fesih, bildinimin Genel
Sekieleice leshim atimmasindan hir yil sonra yurarlige girecektr  Bununia beraber,
sayel Iesheden taral Deviel, o yitin bitiminde bir silahli gatisnia icindeyse, fesih
sitahl calismanie bitiminden dnece ylirirluge ginmeyeceklir,

? Boyle bir fesih bildiimi,  feshin yioririge  girmesinden  énce meydana
aeiebiiceek herbang bir =ug acesindan, Taal Devietin isbu Prolokol gergevesindeki
yukumltlaklerinn ofladan kalkmase sonucuny dogurmayacaklir. Aymi sekilde hayie
b feesth Dl feshin yinuthige ginmesinden énce, Komite tarafindan gorisulmekie
ofan herhangi bt hususun ele alinmasma devam edilmesine hichir sekilde halel
aelnmeyecekl

Madde 12

| Flerhangt bis Taral Deviel bir degisiklik onensinde bulunabili ve bunu Birlegmig
Mifieker Genel Sekeeterine thraz edebilic. Gepel Sekreter bunun (izerine, dedisiklik
anerising Taral Devletlere, dnerilerin gdrisiilimest ve oylanmasi amacyla hir Taraf
levielter Konferans: duzenlenmesini isteyip istemedikleani bildirmelers ialebiyie
fetecektis: Bayle biv bildinmi muteakip, dort ay icinde Taral Deviellenn en az ugle
biatin Kondferans yapidmasms islemesi durumunda, Genel Sekreter, Birlesmis Milletler
himayesinde Konferans: toplayacaktir. Konferansta hazir bulunan ve oy veren Taraf
frevietienn codqunludu tarahindan kabulb edilen herhangi bir degiziklik énerisi onay igin
Genel Korula sunuiacakln

2 isbu maddenin 1. hkrasira uygun olarak kabul edilen bir dedisiklik anerisi
Lrlesmes Millefler Genel Kuruhy tarafimdan onaylanip Taral Deviellerin Ugle ki
cogrmmgunea kabul edildicginde yirirluge gireceklir

2 Yorlige giren bie dedisiklik dnerisi, dneriyi kabul eden Taral Devielier i¢in
bagiayicihk kazanacaktn Diger Taraf Devietler ise, isbu Protokol'Gn hokisnien ve
daha ance kabul elimis olduklare herbangi bir dedisiklik e bagh kalmaya devam
odecoklodn

Madde 13
I Isbu Protokolim esil derecede gegerli olan Arapga, Cince, Ingiizoe, Siansizea,
Rusen ve Ispanyolca metinleri Rirlesmis Milletler argtvlerinde saklanacaktir

2 Balesmis  Milleller Genel  Sekreteri ishu Protokolun  onayl Gireklerini
Shzlesmie’ye Toraf ve Sizlesme yi imzalamis bulunan 1im Devietlere ileleceklin,



Gocuk Haldarima Dair Sézlesme'ye Ek Gocuklarm Silahls Caltismalara
Dahil Olmalan Konusundaki Ihtiyari Protokol'iin - onayi sirasinda Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti tarafindan yapilan beyamn metni

Tirkiye Cumbuiyeli ishu ihityan Protokoltin hitkomterini yalmizca tamdide ve
dipfomatbic sk kundhigu devietlere kars: uygulayacagim beyan eder.

ikinci Beyan

Gocuk Haklarma Dair Sézlesme'ye Fk Gocuklarnn Silahl Gatismalara
Dahil. Olmalan Konusundaki ihtiyari Protokol'iin onay) sirasmda Tiirkiye
Cumburiyeti taralindan Protokoliin 3. maddesinin 2. fkras: ile ilgili olarak
yapilan beyanin metni

I-Turkiye Cumhuriyeli, Ihliyari Prolokofin 3. maddesinin 2. likras uyarneca,
Fitk mevzuatina gine askerligin zoruniu oldugunu, ancak Tork valandaslarnm
kanunen rastuni ispal etineden zorunlu askerik hizmetine tabi tututmadiging, Tiirk
Askenlik Kantununa g, askerlik hizietinin 20 yagma girilen ythin 01 Ocak tarihinde
bagladhginn, sefeiberlik ve olaganiistii hallerde ise ylkiimitlerin 19 yasinda askere
alinabiidigini beyan nder.

Turkiye'de ganiilin askerhk tygulamasy yoklur

Bununla beraber, Askertik Kanonunun 11, maddesi, sadece deniz ve
iAndanva suuflarr ile “gedilh kiigik zabithk” igin asgari 18 yastan itiharen ganalli
askere almay ongérmeldedic Ancak, Ihtiyari Protokol'in gelirdigi yas duzenlemesine
nygun olan bu madde uyqgulanmamaktache

Mtiyari Protokolin 3 maddesinin 5. fikrasi ile Protokol kapsami disinda
lulan asken okul dgrencitert de zorunly askerlik uygulamasi ¢ergevesinde yer
almamaktacdie Bu ogrenciler, Ttk mevzualt uyarinca "asker” larmmi ve “askeri
nizmel yokoineiuludgio diginda totalmos o

2= Nsken liselere ve astsubay baznlama okullarina kabul ise génullulik
esasna, giiig sinavinda basanya ve veli ve yasal vasilerin muvafakatina baghdir
likiddrelimmi lamamlamis, asgari 15 yasinda bu okullara goniltu olarak kabul edilen
odrenciler, okl ile ligkilenni istedikieri zaman kesebilirler
Ugtincii Beyan

Cocuk Haklanna Dair Sézlesme’ye Ek Gocuklann Silahh Qah_smala'lra
Dahif Olmalan Konusundaki [htiyari Protokol'iin  onayi ssrasm.da. Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeli tarafindan Protokol'tin 3. maddesinin 5. hkrast ile ilgili olarak

yamlan beyanm metni

Turliye  Comhunyeti,.  Cocuklanm  Sitahle - Catismalara Dahil Ofmalan
Konustndaki Cortik  Haklaina  Daie Sdzlesme'ye Bk Ihiiyari Protokolin 3.
maddesinin 5 likiasy e ilgi olarak, bu Nkrada zikredilen Birlesmis Milletler Cocuk
Flaklan  Sdziesmesinin 29, maddesine  yinelk gekincesinin  1im  gegerliligini
koridudunu beyan ede)



Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the Involvement
of Children in Armed Conflict

The States Parties (o the present Prolocol,

Cocovuraged by the overwhalining support for the Convention on {he Rights of
the Child, demaonstrating the widespread commitment hat exists 1o strive for the
piomelion and prolection of the rights of the chiid,

Realfimung that the rights of children require special prolection, and calling for
conlinuous improvement of the situation of childien wilhoul distinction, as weil as (or
Iheir development and education in conditions of peace and security,

Dustrbed by the banoful and widespread mpact of armed conllict on children
and 1he long term cansequences il has for durabie peace, security and dlevelopment,

Condenmming the largeting of chitdren in stlualions of aimed conflict and direct
allacks o objects prolecled under international law, ncluding places that generally
having a significant presence of children, such as schaools anl hospilals,

Noting the adoplion of the Statute of the Inlernational Criminal Court and. in
patlicutar (he mclusion therem as a war crime of conscripling or enisling clilidiren
under the age of 15 years or using thenv lo participale aclively in hoslilities 1 both
mlesrabonal and non-international armed confhicts,

Considenng, (herefore, that to stiengthen further he implementation of righls
recognized i the Canvention on the Rights of the Child there is a need lo ncrease
thex piotection of childien flom mvolvement in anmed conflict,

Moding thal arlicle 1 of the Convenlion on the Rights of the Child specilies that,
for the piposes of hat Convention, a child means every human being below the age
ol W years unless, uncler the law applicable (o the child, majority is allained earlier,

Comanead that an optional prolocol to the Convenlion that raizes he age of
possiie reciuitment of persons into armed forces and their patticipation in hestilties
will contribnle ellectively to he implementation of the principle that he besl inferes|s
of the: chitdd are 1o be a primary consideration in all aclions concerning chillren,

Noting that Ihe twenty sixth Intemational Conference of the Red Gioss and
Fed Crascenl in Decomber 1995 recommended, inler aha, thal patlies o conflicl lake
every feazible slep o ensure thal children below the age of 18 years do nat 1ake par|
i hoshlities,

Welcoming the unanimous adoplion, in June 1999, of International Labour
Organization Convention No. 182 on the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Ghild Labour, which prohibits, inter aiia, forced
or compuisory recruitment of children for use in armed contlict,



Condemnmeg with the gravest concern the recruitment, lraming and use wilhm
A acrnss nationai borders of childien in hostililies by armed groups distinet from the
anmed forces of a Stale, and recognizing the responsibility of those who recruil, train
and use childizn i this regar,

fecaliing the obligation of each paily lo an armed conllict to abide by the
provisions of international humanilanan law,

Stressmia that this Piolocol is withoul prejudice to the puiposes and prnciples
conlmined in the Charter of (the Uniled Naltions, including Arlicle 51, and ielevanl
nains of humanianan law,

Gieamg in mind Ihat conditions of peace and security based on full respect of
the purposes and principles contained in the Chartes and abservance of applicahle
human nghls inshiuments aie indispensable for the full proleclion of children, mn
padicular dunng anned conflicls and lToreign occupalion,

Recogzing he special needs of those children who are  parlicularly
vidnerable o recruiiment or use n hoslililies contiary to this Protocol owing to their
ceononic or socnl stalus or gender,

Mindiut of The necessily of taking into consideralion the economic, social and
nolifical root causes of the invalvement of children in armed conflicts,

Comanced of he need 1o strenglhen internalional cooperation in the
mplementation of this Prolocol, as  well as he physical and psychosocial
rehabilitation and social remteqgralion of children who are victims of armed canllict,

Cocomaging he pailicipalion of the communily and, in particular, children and
chitd vichims in the dissemination of infonmation and education progranunes
cenceaning the impiementalion of (he Protocol,

flave agrecad as foffows
Article

Stales Padins shall 1ake all feasible measures 1o ensure that members of their anned
forces who have nol altained (he age of 18 years do not take a direct part in
hoshldies

Mrticle 2

States Paties shall ensuse thal persons who have not allamed the age of 18 years
are nol cominibsorily iecimted nte their armed forces

Atlicle 3

LoStales Parties shall raise in years the minimum age for the voluntary recruitment ol
parsons mto then national aimed forces from that sel out in arhicle 38, paragraph 3, of
e Convenlion on the Rights of the Child, taking account of the prnciples conlamnerl
i thal nlicle and recognizing tha! under the Convention persaons under 18 years are
calitler 10 special maotection



2o Each State Party shali depesit a binding declaration upon ratification of or
aceession to 1he present Prolocol which sets forth the minimum age al whicl i valt
permil voluntary recroiliment inlo its nalional armed forces and a description af the

saleguards it has adopled to ensure that such recriitment is nat forced or coerced.

3 Slates Parties which permil voluntary recruitiment into lheir national armed forces
under the age of 18 shatl maintain saleqguards to ensure, as a minimum, that

(A) Suchorectuitment is genumely voluntary,

(hy Such recrogment s done with the informed consent of [he person’s parents o)
l2gat guarchans,

() Such persons aie fudly mformed of the duties mvoived in such miltary service. and

(i Such persons provide reliable piool of age prior o acceptance inln nationa!
mililary service,

4 Bach State Parly may slrengthen ils declaration at any lime by noliication o hal
effect addressed (o the Secielary-General of the Uniled Nations, who shall inform aff
Slalns Parlies Such notification shali take elfect on the dale on which il is received

by the Seciotay General,

5 Theequirement to raise the age in paragraph 1 of the present article does nol
apply o schools operatad by o under the control of the armed [orces of the Slales
Madies, in keeping with arlicles 28 and 29 of the Convenlion on the Righls of the
[ TE

Article 4

I Armed groups, disling! finm the armed f{orees of a Stale should nol. under any
crcnmistances, recruil oc use in hosliities persons under the age of 18 years

2 Glales Palies shall lake all feasible measuies to prevenl such recivilment and
n=e, dnchicding the adophion of logal measuies necessary o prohitil and crimmatize
such prachices -

A The applicaton ol the presect adicle under This Protocol shall nol allect the logat,
stalus of any paily 1o an anmed conflic)

MArticle 5

Faothing v the preseal Frolocol shall be construed as precluding provisions i the law
of a Dlale Paty o inointernalional insbuments and international humanitarian law
which are more coaducive io the realization of the rights of the child

Article 6
1 Uach Slate Parly shall take all necessary legal, adimmnistralive and ather measures

lo ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of the provisions of he
present Prolocob willun its puisdiction.



-~

72 Slates Pailies undertake o make the principles and provisions of the presentl
frolocol widely known and prameled by appropriate means, to adults and children
ke

2 Stales Mavlies shall take all feasible measures o ensure that persons within then
Jrisdichion vecruited or used in hostilities contrary to this Protocol are demobilized or
otherwise released from service. Siales Parties shall, when necessary, accord to
such persons all appropriale assistance lor their physical and psychological recovery
and their somal ieinleygrabion

Article 7

I Slales Paibes shall coopeiate in the implementalion of the present Prolocol.
meluding e he prevention of any aclivity conlraty o the Prolocol and w the
rehahilfation and social reintegialion of persons who are vichims of acts contiary lo
this Molocol, including throngh lechrical cooperation and financial assistance Such
assistance and cooperation will be undertaken in consullation with the States Parties
concerned and relevant inlernational erganizations

4 Slales Pailies in a position lo do so shall provide such assislance fhrough existing
methiateral, bilateral or olher programimes or, inter alia, thiough a voluntary fund
eslablished in accordance with the General Assembly riles.

Article R

I Each Slate Parly shall, within two years follow:ng the enlry inlo force of the present
Frotocol for that Stale Party, submit a report to the Commiltee on the Rights of the
Child providing - comprehensive  information on the measwes 1t has laken 1o
miplemnent the provisions of the Protocol, mcluding the measuies taken o implement
he provizsions on pathicipation and recruitment.

2 Tollowing he submission of the compiehensive repodl, 2ach Slate Farty shall
melnde i the reporls 11 submits o the Commiltee on the Righls of the Child, in
acemidance with arlicle 44 of the Convenlion, any fuither informalion with respect (o
e implementation of the Prolocol Olher States Parhies 1o 1he Prolocol shall sibmit
ateporl every flive years

1 the Comnities on the Rights of the Child may request from Slates Padties [urlhe;
infaamation refevant 1o the implamentation of the present Protocol.

Article 9

1. The puesent Mielocol 1s open for signature by any State which is a party to the
Convenhorn or has signed it

2 the present Prolocol is subject o ratification and 1s open o accessian by any
Slale Inshaments of atification or accession shall be deposited wilh the Secrelary
Cinnaral of the Untled Mations

Y The Gecretary General of the United Nations, in his capacily as deposilary of the
Comvenlion and the Prolocol, shall inform all States Parlies to the Convention and ali
Slates thal have signed the Convention of each instrument of declaration pursuant 1o
article 3 ralificalion or accession o the Prolocol.



Article 10

' oThe jpresent Protocol shall enter into force three months alter the depos! of he
terlh insboament of alification or accessinn.

2 Tor each Siate ralifying the present Prolocal or acceding lo it afler its entry inlo
foree, the present Protocol shall enter mlo force one month aller the date of the
deposit ol ils own mstrument of ralificalion or aceession

Article 11

I Any Stale Maly may denounce (he present Prolocol al any lime by written
nalibication (o the Secrelary- General of {he United Nations, who shalt tharealter
inform the other States Padies (o (he Convention and all States thal have signerl the
Convention Dennnciation shall take effec| one year after the dale of receipl of (he
noliication by the Secrelary General I, however, on (he expiry of that year the
rlc.»nr,nlnr_;iuq Stale Pagty s engagaed m ammerd conliict, he denunciation shall ol 1ake
elliect belore the end of the armed conflict

A Boch adenincialion shall not have he effect of releasing the Siate Parly from i
obhgalions tader the presenl Protocol in regard 1o any acl (hat accurs prios 1o tie
dale an which he denunciation becomes elfeclive. Nor shall such a demunriation
prejudice i any way the conlinged consideralion of any malter thal i alieady unde
conseleralion by the Commillee on (he Rights of the Child prior 10 the dale at which
e denincialion becomes effeclive

Article 12

I. Any Slate Parly may propose an amendment and file it with the Secrelary-General
of the tniled Naiions. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicale {he
proposed amendment lo Siales Parties with a request that lhey indicate whether
they favour a conterence of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that, within four nonths from the date of such
conmmunication, at least one Lhird of the States Parties favour such a conference, the
sSecretary-Geoeral shali convene the conference under the auspices of the Uniled
Mations Any amendment adopted by a majority of Slales Parties present anc voling
al the conference shal! be submilled to the General Assembly for approval

2 Anamendment adopted in aceordance with paragraph 1 of the present article shail
enler nla Toice when it has been approved by lhe General Assembly of the Uniterf
Nalions and accepled hy a two-(hirds majorly of Stlales Parlies,

3 Whaen an amendment enters inlo force, il shall be binding on those Stales Parties
which have accepted it, olher Stales Parlies stilt being bound by the provisions of 1he
present Protocol and any earlier amandiments which they have accepted

Articte 12

I The present Piolozol of which the Arahic, Chinese., English, French, Russian and
Spanish lexts ale equally authentic, shall be deposiled in the archives of the tniter
Matinns

2 The Secrelny General of the Uniled Nations shall transimit cerlified copies of the
prezent Protocol o all States Parties o the Convention and all States that have
sighed the Convenlion



First Declaration

Text of the declaration made upon ratification by the Republic of Turkey
concerning the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

The Republic of Turkey declares that it wil implement the provisions of the
existing Optional Miolocal only to the slales paries which it recognizes and wilh
which it has diplomatic relations

Second Declaration

Textof the declaration made upon ratification by the Republic of Turkey
conceming Article 3 paragraph 2 of the Optional Protocol to the Gonvention on
the Rights of the Child on the lavolvement of Children in Armed Conflict.

I-The Republic of Turkey declares, in accordance with Arlicle 3(2) of the
Optional Protoco!, thal mililary service is compulsory in Tutkey, however Turkish
cilizens are nol sehjected to compulsory military sefvice before reaching the legal
age of matunty. In accoidance wilth Turkish Mililary Code, military service beging on
the i1 January of the twenlieth age; i The cases of mobilisation and stale of
rmergency. indiduals who are liable 1o military seivice, may be recruiled at the age
of 10

Ihere is no voluntary recroilment in Turkey.

However, atlicle 11 of the Military Code envisages a voluntary recruitment for
navy and geodarmerie classes and non-commisesioned officers al a minimom age ol
I Neverlheless, this mlicke which is in compliance with the age requlation of the
Optional Mrolacol, s nnt applied in praclice.

Students of miblary schools, who are exempled from {he Optional FProtocol
aceonding to Article 3(5) of this Protocal, are nol subjected 1o lhe compulsory nulitary
seivice. Under the Turkish legal syslem, such studenls are not  considered as
“soldiors” andd are not hold liahle for “military service™”,

4 Adnvliance o e niditary high schools and preparatory non-commnnissioned
aoffwer schouls s on a volinlary basis, depending on success in the enlrance
exammations and wilh the cansent of parents or fegal guardians. Students who have
compleled their pomary school education and enrolled into such schouls al a
minmm age of 15 can gil Them, al aay biwe il they wish sn

Third Declaration

Text of the declaration made upon ratification by the Republic of Turkey
concerning Article 3 paragraph 5 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the Imvolvement of Children In Armed Conflict.

Ihe Repobihic of Nirkey declares with regard (o the Arficle 3 paragraph 5 of 1he
Oplional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on he Involvemenl of
Children in Armerd Conllict thal the reservation it made lo Arlicle 29 of the Convenlion
on the Bights of the Child, which is referred o in 1he said paragraph of 1he Oplioral
Pintocnl, [ully retains s valdily



